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Digital technologies and AI in healthcare: a triple win
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Potential of AI in healthcare and biotech 
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Pre-requisites for development & uptake: high-quality
data, evidence on utility, risk and bias mitigation,
economic and ethical/legal pathways



Challenges
 Rapid evolution
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Von der Leyen Commission 2024-2029: political guidelines



•Olivér Várhelyi (HU): 

•Henna Virkkunen (FI): 

•Ekaterina Zaharieva (BG): 
Commissioner forStartups,
Research and Innovation

CommissionerforHealth and
Animal Welfare

ExecutiveVice-President for Tech
Sovereignty, Security and
Democracy

New Commission 2024-2029: mission letters



AI Continent Action Plan April 2025

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

   

Unlocking access to high-quality 

   

Fostering innovation and accelerate 
strategic EU sectors 

   

Building a strong AI talent base, reinforcing skills, 
attracting and retaining talent from outside the EU

Fostering regulatory compliance and 

Building large-scale AI data and computing
infrastructures across Europe for the AI ecosystem

 in 

 for AI innovators data

AI adoption

simplification

Apply AI Strategy

AI Factories, AI Gigafactories

Data Union Strategy, Data Labs
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Apply AI Strategy for health

Industrial 
sectors

Public sector
(incl. 

Healthcare)

Single Market for 
AI

AI Gigafactories

AI Factories

European Digital Innovation Hubs

Scienc
e

Apply AI Strategy will cover the way
EU strategic sectors will benefit most
from AI solutions

Large scale facilities for the training of frontier AI models 
Leveraging supercomputing, 
data and talent for the AI ecosystem

Supporting AI adoption in organisations



1+ Million Genomes 
Initiative

Cancer Imaging 
Initiative

Virtual Human Twins 
Initiative

European Health Data Space

 Leveraging health data infrastructures

High-quality health data for R&D and healthcare innovation



Considerations
• Opportunities are clear, but challenges are big (apparently): regulation vs.
rapid tech progress, trust, skills, data availability/quality 

Access to innovative healthcare vs. access to data: ethical and legal aspects,
individual vs. national vs. EU level, example EHDS

•

• Investments by private vs. public sector – infrastructure, data, products, 
skills: example AI Continent action plan

•Generation of evidence: clinical utility, economic impact


